A-Z OF BOATING |

Worried about buying a boat? Check out our A-Z of boating,
compiled by the marine finance team at Gulf Finance.

elieved to be the only company

offering yacht specific finance in

the UAE, Gulf Finance believe they

are in the confident position of
knowing everything there is to know about
buying a boat. Never one to take a statement
at face value (if you have ever read any press
releases in the Middle East, you'll understand
why!), BOME challenged them to telling us the
A-to-Z of boating in the UAE. (Admittedly we
might have given a few pointers)

( A - Anchoring. An art that combines
teaching with practice, learning

how to properly anchor your boat can

be the difference between having a

peaceful afternoon or night afloat, and the
embarrassment of asking beachgoers to help
push you off the rocks. Or worse. Make sure
you know how to look after your assets.

‘ B - Broker. Not everyone selling a boat
on Dubizzle is out to deceive, but to have
a better reassurance the boat you are looking

at is fully compliant with regulations, safety
and manufacturer warranties, it is better to
find a good boat broker. The client-broker
relationship is everything. Find someone you
trust or get on well with - they are much more
likely to go out of their way to get you the
best deal than the company with the biggest
advert.

= C - Certificates. Not currently a legal
mmmm requirement, but certainly a strong
recommendation, getting a basic sailing or
powerboating qualification is a must for the
novice or those returning to reignite childhood
memories. Its not the bit of paper that's
important (no copy-pasting pleasel), its the
skills, techniques and information you learn
while earning it. Starting as a weekend course,
it is irresponsible not to get the basics right.

D - Dealers. Virtually every brand of

boat in the world is represented in the
UAE through a network of dealers. If its in
your budget, now’s the time to buy new, with

most dealers and manufacturers offering
great reductions on 200g and 2010 models,
with full warranties, guarantees and upgrades.
Going through a dealer also ensures a point

of contact for any issues you may have with
the boat, and most dealers will arrange
registration, berthing and any other paperwork
issues to ensure the buying process goes
smoothly.

. E - Embarrassment. Make sure your
yacht is not an embarrassment to you.
There’s nothing worse than a boat that is not
kept clean, not maintained and then driven
by someone who makes mistakes. For guests
arriving at a clean boat that works properly
and is driven carefully, a delightful day on
the water is a certain. But things like running
out of fuel, shouting at crew, knocking into
other boats or getting oil and dust on a clean
Armani bikini will certainly not impress. Ensure
your boat is clean and maintained, and that
whoever is driving has the experience and
certificates, even if that is you.






